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on the minds of the people, hungering and thirsting after change ;
and they abode by their determination, that within three days,
.Fraulein Libussa should select herself a husband. At this, Prince
"Wladomir rejoiced in heart; for now, he thought, lie should se-
cure the fair prey, for which he had so long been watching in
vain. Love and ambition inflamed his wishes, and put eloquence
into his mouth, which had hitherto confined itself to secret sigh-
ing. He came to Court, and required audience of the Duchess.

"Gracious ruler of thy people and my heart/' thus he ad-
dressed her, "from thee no secret is hidden; thou knowest the-
flames which burn in this bosom, holy and pure as on the altar
of the gods, and thou knowest also what fire has kindled them.
It is now appointed, that at the behest of thy people, thou give
the land a Prince. Wilt thou disdain a heart, which lives and
beats for thee ? To be worthy of thy love, I risked my life to-
put thee on the throne of thy father. Grant me the merit of
retaining thee upon it by the bond of tender affection: let us
divide the possession of thy throne and thy heart; the first be
thine, the second be mine, and my happiness will be exalted
beyond the lot of mortals."

Fraulein Libussa wore a most maidenlike appearance during
this oration, and covered her face with her veil, to hide the soft
blush which deepened the colour of her cheeks. On its conclusion,
she made a sign with her hand, not opening her lips, for the Prince
to step aside; as if she would consider what she should resolve
upon, in answer to his suit.

Immediately the brisk Knight Mizisla announced himself, and
desired to be admitted.

" Loveliest of the daughters of princes," said he, as he entered
the audience-chamber, "the fair Ring-dove, queen of the air, must
no longer, as thou well knowest, coo in solitude, but take to her-
self a mate. The proud Peacock, it is talked, holds up his glitter-
ing plumage in her eyes, and thinks to blind her by the splendour
of his feathers; but she is prudent and modest, and will not unite
herself with the haughty Peacock. The keen Falcon, once a plun-
dering bird, has now changed his nature; is gentle and honest,
and without deceit; for he loves the fair Dove, and would fain
that she mated with him. That his bill is hooked and his talons-
sharp, must not mislead thee : he needs them to protect the fair
Dove his darling, that no bird hurt her, or disturb the habitation
of her rule; for he is true and kindly to her, and first swore fealty/